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OPENING NIGHT FEBRUARY 13
5:00pm Reception: Laureate Bar and Lounge 444 Presidio Ave

7:30pm: Military Wives
Remember “The Full Monty” (1997) from director Peter Cattaneo, the hilarious feature about unemployed steel workers reborn as strippers? 
Cattaneo’s fun new movie follows a different ensemble, the wives of deployed service men who take up choral singing. Kristin Scott Thomas does 
“posh” brilliantly as the meddling colonel’s wife on the army base who feels obligated to take the lead in boosting morale through uplifting 
activities to distract wives from the grim realities their husbands face in Afghanistan. Together with Sharon Horgan as a totally sympathetic, 
unaffected Irishwoman they forge a successful band of women who delight as choral singers and realize their unlikely goal. This warm and 
sensitive crowd-pleaser is based on a true story. UK  2019 (112 minutes)

Sponsor: British Consulate General San Francisco

5pm  Say My Name
This amusing screwball comedy, set on a
picturesque island off the coast of southern Wales, 
is a fast-paced rom-com that twists and turns at a 
dizzying pace. A one-night stand turns into quite 
the bumpy ride for Mary (Lisa Brenner) and Statton 
(Nick Blood). She’s confident and clever. Him? Not 
so much. A botched robbery leads to mishaps and 
mayhem, forcing the accidental couple to work 
together to stay alive. UK 2018 (83 minutes) 

VALENTINE’S DAY ROMANCES

CLOSING NIGHT: FEBRUARY 20 9:30pm  Only You
Two charismatic actors take a deep 
emotional dive into their roles as a 
couple, passionately in love, in this 
drama set in Glasgow. It’s practically 
love at first sight for Elena (Spanish 
actress Laia Costa) and Jake (British 
actor Josh O’Connor), who meet cute 
sharing a cab on New Year’s Eve. 
He’s 26; she’s 35, and her biological 
clock is ticking. Their journey towards 
parenthood is told with heartfelt 
honesty in this debut feature written 
and directed by British TV screenwriter 
Harry Wootliff (who, despite the name, 
is a woman). UK 2019 (119 minutes) 
Sponsor: Bruce Lymburn

7:30pm  Hampstead
A sweet romance set against the greenery of 
Hampstead, a posh London suburb, is irresist-
ible when the lovers of a certain age are played 
by Diane Keaton and Brendan Gleeson. Fol-
lowing the death of her British husband, Keaton 
finds herself financially strapped – an unusual 
predicament for a Hampstead resident. Glee-
son is even further down the ladder, an Irish 
squatter living in a rancid shed. When neigh-
bors try to evict him, she rushes to his rescue. 
The film is based on a true story but plays like 
a fairytale. UK 2017 (102 minutes) 
Sponsor: Fran and Gerry Schall
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Vogue Theater  3290 Sacramento Street

February 14

February 18

Tickets to individual films and series passes along with pricing 
information are available at mostlybritish.org or at the box office of 
the Vogue Theater. Discounts go to members of SFFILM, the Fromm 
Institute, San Francisco Neighborhood Theater Foundation, the 
San Francisco Public Library and to individuals 65 and over.

4:30pm  Flatland
Imagine if Thelma and Louise were chased by 
authorities while riding on horseback through 
a deserted rural region so flat that, as one of the 
pursued puts it, “you can see your future rolling in.” 
Now you have an inkling of this wild genre mashup—
part contemporary Western, part soap opera and 
all engrossing.  A petrified bride whose wedding 
climaxes in murder and her extremely pregnant 
friend are the ones being chased. Hot on their trail is 
a cynical detective named Beauty whose ex-lover is 
framed for the murder. Noted South African director 
Jenna Bass views the Western through a female 
prism. South Africa 2019 (117 minutes)

7pm  Sorry We Missed You
The much awarded British director Ken Loach has become 
a preeminent chronicler of the left behind. Set in Newcastle, 
his new film centers on Ricky, a laborer who brags about 
never going on the dole and hopes to become his own 
boss—and afford a house for his family—by signing up as a 
freelance delivery driver. But his heavy schedule combined 
with that of his compassionate social worker wife who can’t 
walk away from needy clients causes havoc in the lives 
of their two children.  Loach is a favorite at Mostly British 
and we are pleased to follow his Cannes award-winning 
“I, Daniel Blake” with his latest compassionate look at the 
struggling working class. UK 2019 (100 minutes) 

CENTERPIECE

9pm  Happy New Year, Colin Burstead
There’s no leftover Christmas cheer as the 
seriously dysfunctional Burstead clan reluctantly 
gather for a New Year’s bash planned by eldest 
son Colin. He’s chosen a dismal seaside mansion 
that looks like the Addams family just vacated 
it. Singular director Ben Wheatley composes 
scenes simmering with impending doom as the 
clan’s resentments are left to fester. The black 
humor is all in good sport and, oddly enough, 
great fun to savor. Standouts in the ensemble 
cast are Sam Riley (“Maleficent,” “Zombie”) as 
Colin’s feckless younger brother and Charles 
Dance (“Game of Thrones,” “The Jewel in the 
Crown”) as their cross-dressing Uncle Bertie.  UK 
2018 (95 minutes) 

February 19

7pm  Ophelia
A beautifully staged and intriguing retelling of “Hamlet” 
through the eyes of Ophelia, a young commoner in the 
court of the Queen of Denmark. Played by “Star Wars” 
heroine Daisy Ridley, she is a natural beauty, spirited 
and sagacious. She comes of age amid the palace in-
trigue and family betrayal played out by Hamlet’s mother 
(Naomi Watts) and her late husband’s brother (a spirited 
Clive Owens). We revel in Shakespeare’s portrayal of 
first love. The art direction and  cinematography com-
bine to create a lush film.  Ophelia’s story told for the first 
time through female eyes by director Claire McCarthy 
results in a timely release. UK 2018 (114 minutes)
Introduced by Peter Robinson, movie critic for KALW 
and editor of  San Francisco Books & Travel. 
Sponsor: Carol and Ezra Mersey

CENTERPIECE

9:30pm  Closing the Ring
Film legends Shirley MacLaine and Christopher 
Plummer star in this sweeping romantic drama spanning 
more than 50 decades and two continents. Intertwined 
stories of lost and unspoken love unfold against the 
background of WWII and the Northern Ireland ‘Troubles’ 
in Sir Richard Attenborough’s final and, undeservedly all 
but forgotten, film. When Belfast treasure hunters risk 
the wrath of the IRA by excavating a site where a US 
bomber went down during the war, what they discover 
links destinies, and the past, on both sides of the Atlantic. 
A heartfelt affirmation of the durability of true love, the film 
is about digging up the past both literally and figuratively, 
about coming to terms with life and the need to honor the 
promises we make. With Pete Postlethwaite and Brenda 
Fricker in stellar supporting performances. US / UK 2007 
(118 minutes)

A disgustingly rich London fashion mogul called Sir Richard McCreadie --nicknamed 
“Greedy”-- decides to throw himself an ostentatious Romanesque 60th birthday party on 
the island of Mykonos,  going so far as to import the real live lion from the Colosseum 
scene in the movie “Gladiator.” Fresh off playing sad sack Stan Laurel, Steve Coogan 
glitters and glows as Sir Richard in a Roman toga and gold plated crown setting off his 
tan and alpha-male silver-grey hair. As obstacles mount, hideous truths are revealed 
about the host’s past. Prolific director Michael Winterbottom serves up, in the words of 
one critic, “a breezy, funny, unsubtle scattershot satire-melodrama all about the moral 
squalor of the superrich.”  UK 2019 (100 minutes)

5pm  Mrs Lowry and Son
If you are unfamiliar with L.S. Lowry, here is the 
opportunity to meet one of the UK’s greatest 20th 
century painters – an artist with a distinctive vision, 
eccentricity framing his eye for the aloneness of 
people in post-industrial England. Adrian Noble 
offers this gentle, sensitive film capturing Lowry 
(played perfectly by Timothy Spall) devoted to 
caring for his snobbish, bitter, critical mother 
(Vanessa Redgrave). A rent collector before 
becoming an established artist, Lowry observed 
the streets and factories of his humble background 
and showed us a different way of seeing. The film 
is a quiet gem showcasing wonderful period detail 
and great performances. UK 2019 (93 minutes)

7PM Movie: Greed
9PM Party: Vogue Lobby 

Guests: Lisa Brenner and Jay Stern
Lisa Brenner not only stars in “Say My Name”, she is also the producer, 
a first time for her. She is best known for her role in “The Patriot” and also 
was in “Finding Home”, “Cesar Chavez” and “The Remains”. She has 
guest starred in “Criminal Minds”, “The Mentalist” and all three “CSIs”.
Jay Stern directed “Say My Name.” He is also a writer and producer. This 
is his fourth feature film. He founded and co-hosts the “Iron Mule Short 
Comedy Screening Series,” which screens monthly since 2002.
Interviewed by Festival Co-Director Ruthe Stein



AUSTRALIAN SPOTLIGHT

3:30pm  Top End  Wedding 
This charming, multi-cultural romantic comedy 
is the latest in Australian cinema’s attempts to 
depict the growing number of interracial mar-
riages involving Aboriginals and white people. 
The bride-to-be, an ambitious courtroom law-
yer played by the lovely Miranda Tapsell (“The 
Sapphires”), although estranged from her Ab-
original roots, stops the wedding procedure 
until her runaway Indigenous mother can be 
found. She and her bumbling fiancé (Gwilym 
Lee of “Bohemian Rhapsody”) search the re-
mote Northern Territory, the top center state 
of Australia and nearby Tiwi Islands, home to 
a small Aboriginal community. The vivid land-
scapes complement this winning story of fa-
milial bonding as love attempts to find its way.  
“Top End Wedding” was the second highest 
grossing film in Australia in 2019. Australia 
2019 (102 minutes) 

6pm  Babyteeth
Ben Mendelsohn returns to his native Australia to make 
this touching family drama. He plays the psychiatrist father 
of a 16-year-old losing her battle against cancer. He and 
his wife manage to hold it together until their daughter, a 
beloved only child, falls head over heels for an older drug 
dealer with a magnetic smile and a touch of blarney. After 
initially warning her to stay away, the parents realize that this 
inappropriate beau makes their daughter feel alive. Based on 
a hit Australian play, Shannon Murphy’s first feature has been 
collecting raves at film festivals. Australia 2019 (120 minutes) 
 Guest: Ben Mendelsohn
After a rich career in Australian films and television, including a breakout role in 
“The Year My Voice Broke,” Ben Mendelsohn became known internationally for 
the crime drama “Animal Kingdom.” Since then he has had roles in “The Dark 
Knight Rises,” “Rogue One,” “Captain Marvel” and “Spider-Man: Far From 
Home.” He won an Emmy for the Netflix series “Bloodline” and currently stars in 
HBO’s “The Outsider.” He will be interviewed by fellow Aussie James Wooley, the 
new executive director of Frameline, San Francisco’s International LGBTQ+Film 
Festival. Wooley previously was head of marketing and customer relations at the 
Sydney Film Festival. 

9pm  Hearts and Bones
This moving Australian drama takes us into the 
world of photojournalist Daniel Fisher (“The 
Matrix’s”Hugo Weaving), who suffers PTSD 
upon returning home from yet another war 
zone. The film explores his challenge adjusting 
to civilian life and family relationships, but the 
principal storyline focuses on his complicated, 
tangled friendship with a South Sudanese 
migrant fleeing a brutal past. Secrets are 
revealed nearly ending in devastation. Multiple 
subplots play out in unexpected ways. The 
closing sequence-- a heartbreaking montage 
of actual refugee crisis photos--recalls the 
courage and suffering of immigrants who risk 
all to remake lives in new places. Australia 
2019 (111 minutes) 

Feb. 14 3pm  Bellbird 
This gentle film centers on 
a Northland dairy farmer, 
Ross (Marshall Napier), who 
is locked away in stoic silence. 
There is certainly an intimidating 
quality to his steely reserve but 
not for his sweet, upbeat wife, 
Beth, who manages to reach 
him. When she dies, he retreats 
even further inward.  Unable to 
express his grief, his sensitive 
son and the community reach out 
to help. This emotionally tender 
film unfolds with gentle warmth 
not through words but gestures, 
which forge a deep bond in the 
community. Set against delightful 
cinematography of isolated rural
landscapes and farm life in 
New Zealand, natural and 
psychological elements softly 
weave together. New Zealand 
2019 (96 minutes)

Feb. 15 Noon  Merata: How 
Mum Decolonized the Screen 
This is the untold story of a remarkable, 
fearless woman, the first Indigenous 
Maori woman to solely write and direct a 
feature film in the 1970s. Merata Mita was 
a pioneering activist filmmaker seeking 
to decolonize the screen - as she said 
“our land gets taken, fisheries and forests 
get taken and …so do our stories”. Her 
documentaries highlight injustices faced 
by her people. New Zealand 2018 (89 
minutes)

Feb. 15 1:30pm  Daffodils
An effervescent musical from New-
Zealand, “Daffodils” is a bittersweet 
love story told with enchanting re-
imaginings of iconic New Zealand pop 

Feb. 16 Noon  Namdev Bhau
In Search of Silence
Namdev Bhau, a 65-year-old 
chauffeur, can no longer take the 
relentless noise of Mumbai.  Since 
he cannot find peace at  home 
either he packs a bag and sets 
off to a fabled retreat deep in the 
Himalayas, hoping to find peace at 
last.  On the way, an exasperating, 
chatty 12-year-old boy decides 
to tag along. This gently paced 
story, directed by Dar Gai, marries 

IRISH SPOTLIGHT

4:30pm  The Man Who Wanted to Fly
This documentary tells the irresistible 
story of 80-something, bachelor farmer 
Bobby Coote. Bobby spends a lot of 
time in his back shed in County Cavan 
(in the Irish province of Ulster) fixing 
clocks and making violins from old fur-
niture. He says his reading and writing 
isn’t great - but his dreams sure are: 
for over 50 years Bobby has wanted to 
fly. Director Frank Shouldice’s delightful 
film, full of good humor and endearingly 
eccentric characters, follows the octo-
genarian on his eventful journey to the 
clouds. An uplifting story and in every 
way inspiring. Ireland 2018 (82 minutes)

6:30pm  Extra Ordinary
Rose (celebrated Irish comedienne Maeve Higgins) 
sees paranormal activity everywhere, but wants little to 
do with it. She’s content, although she’d prefer not to 
be single. So when neighbor and widower Martin (Barry 
Ward of “Jimmy’s Hall”) comes knocking with ghost woes 
of his own, and Satan-worshipping American rock-star-
in-exile Christian Winter’s (Will Forte in a go-for-broke 
comic performance) search for virgin sacrifices begins 
to threaten their small Irish town, the stage is set for a 
supernatural romantic comedy with rollicking charm. A 
gut-busting ghost-buster. Named Best Irish Film by Dub-
lin Film Critics Circle. Ireland 2019 (94 minutes)
Guest: Will Forte
Will Forte is an American award-winning actor and writer 
best known for “Saturday Night Live” and “The Last Man on 
Earth”, which was created for him and netted him three Emmy 
nominations. He wrote for “The David Letterman Show”. 
Sponsor: Jack Bair, Mostly British Co-Director, 
who will interview Will Forte.

 8:30pm  The Delinquent Season 
An examination of love, lust and family 
relationships starring two of Irelands most 
lauded actors, Cillian Murphy (“Peaky Blinders,” 
“Dunkirk”) and Andrew Scott (“Fleabag’s”hot 
priest, “His Dark Materials”). This Irish drama 
revolves around two contemporary Dublin 
couples. On paper, they both appear to live in 
marital bliss, until an altercation occurs and 
cracks begin to appear in these seemingly steady 
marriages. There are no real heroes or villains in 
this beautifully acted look at autumnal infidelity; 
just a group of well-intended, middle-class folks 
so taken up by work, parenting and the demands 
of everyday life that they are caught short by the 
surprises that befall them. It’s a wholly authentic 
story - passionate, sad, tragic and haunting. 
Ireland 2018 (103 minutes) 

February 16February 15

February 17

5pm Jill Bilcock: Dancing 
the Invisible
“Moulin Rouge!,” “Muriel’s Wedding,” 
“Road to Perdition,” “Romeo+Juliet,” 
“Strictly Ballroom,” “A Cry in the 
Dark,” “The Young Victoria,” “Red 
Dog,” “Japanese Story,” “Elizabeth” 
– if you have seen any of these ex-
traordinary films, you have seen the 
remarkable work of Jill Bilcock, one 
of the world’s most daring, influen-
tial and in-demand film editors. With 
a wealth of film clips and interviews 
with renowned directors and actors, 
director Axel Grigor’s hugely enter-
taining documentary offers captivat-
ing insight into the art of film editing, 
and, in Bilcock, introduces audi-
ences to a true original with her own 
inspiring story to tell. Australia 2017 
(75 minutes) 

3pm  BAIT
Mark Jenkins’ debut drama is 
weird. It is also strange, rather 
wonderful and very different. 
Set in a Cornish fishing village 
in decline, Martin Ward is a cove 
fisherman down on his luck, 
incensed by the tourist invasion 
transforming the village and by 
his brother Stephen using their 
father’s fishing boat for tourist 
excursions. Their family home 
has also been lost to tourists. 
But stylistically this everyday 
narrative shot in black-and-
white on 16mm film, becomes 
an expressionistic F W Murnau 
melodrama with huge grainy 
close-ups reminiscent of early 
cinema generating a sense 
of menace and danger which 
foreshadow the tragedy to 
come. UK 2019 (89 minutes)

6:30pm  Ordinary Love
The beginning and end of a 
love affair are common fodder 
for movies. But what about the 
middle ground when you’re still 
perceptively in love? The fireworks 
may have calmed yet you can’t 
imagine life without your mate. 
This is the terrain covered in 
“Ordinary Love.” Liam Neeson and 
Lesley Manville turn in remarkably 
nuanced performances as a long 
married couple whose placid 
existence is threatened with the 
wife’s breast cancer diagnosis. 
Both uplifting and painful to watch
while never sliding into melodrama, 
“Ordinary Love” forces a viewer 
to reflect on his or her own 
relationships and on mortality. UK 
2019  (92 minutes)

CENTERPIECE

8:30pm Around the Sun
This is a captivating, rather intriguing 
movie. Maggie (Cara Theobold) and 
Bernard (Gethin Anthony) make a 
charming couple as they wander 
through an abandoned chateau which 
Bernard is visiting as a location scout 
for a film shoot. Maggie as a real 
estate agent offers him a guided tour 
of the castle, famous because scientist 
Bernard le Bovier de Fontenelle wrote 
his book there. As we listen to their 
banter, director Oliver Krimpas and 
screenwriter Jonathan Kiefer spin 
us around the sun while we try to 
unravel the secrets unfolding, cosmic 
truths and nerdy conversation. We 
are given clues through sci -fi plot 
developments, but still wonder whose 
story this is? Is it their love story or 
about characters in the book? UK  
2019  (79 minutes)

Guest: Screenwriter Jonathan Kiefer
Kiefer will introduce the film and answer questions 
afterward. His short films have played at festivals 
throughout the US. A long-time San Franciscan he is 
the inaugural editorial director of the film-streaming 
service Fandor. 

Feb.16 2pm  The Keeper
Directed by Marcus H. Rosenmuller, this 
engrossing drama tells the incredible true 
story of a German POW, Bert Trautmann 
(David Kross), who becomes the goalie 
for Manchester City while being spurned 
as the enemy by the locals in war-torn 
Lancashire and the national press. His 
love for an Englishwoman, Margaret 
(Freya Mavor), who stands by him, 
carries him through as he faces serious 
injury and loss but goes on to make 
history (appearing for Manchester City 
until 1964) and become a footballing 
icon.  Rousing biographical film with rich 
performances set in struggling post-war 
Britain. UK/Germany 2018 (119 minutes)
Sponsor: Mostly British board member
Stuart Keirle, who will introduce the film.

songs. Leaving her dying father’s bed-
side, Maisie rushes to sing at an indie 
music gig. But as she performs, it’s hard 
for her to ignore the heartfelt story she’s 
just been told about how her dad met 
and fell in love with her mother, and how 
it all devastatingly fell apart. Told with 
warmth and liveliness, and filmed in viv-
id hues worthy of its title, this is a spirited 
charmer that beautifully captures the  
nuances of a marriage as the decades 
unfold. New Zealand 2019 (93 minutes)

exquisite scenery and hilariously mis-
matched travel partners into a gently 
paced road film that surprises with 
its big laughs and sudden depths--a 
radiant film that finds peace inside the 
vibration of life and beauty inside the 
heartbeat of existence. India/Ukraine 
2018 (84 minutes) In Hindi with English 
subtitles.

Co-Presenter: SFFILM Irish Spotlight Sponsor: Irish Consulate General San Francisco
Co-Presented by SF Irish Film FestivalAustralian Spotlight Sponsor: Australian Consulate General San Francisco


